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Dr. BUNTONG Borarin
Director, the Division of Research and Innovation (DRI)
Royal University of Agriculture (RUA), Cambodia

It is a great pleasure and honor to contribute this message to the commemorative booklet for the

International Green Volunteer Training (IGVT) Cambodia 2025.
On behalf of the Royal University of Agriculture (RUA), Cambodia, I would like to express my
sincere appreciation to ERECON, NALAPO, Tokyo University of Agriculture, and all partner
organizations whose dedication and support made this meaningful program possible. It was our
privilege to support the implementation of the training in Cambodia and to welcome the participants
to our country.

What impressed me most during the program was the trainees’ enthusiasm, curiosity, and open-
mindedness. Through field visits, environmental activities, and interactions with local communities,
the participants had opportunities to learn beyond the classroom and to gain a deeper understanding
of environmental conservation, sustainable development, and the relationship between people and
nature. Such experiences offer valuable lessons that cannot be obtained from textbooks alone.

I was particularly pleased to witness the exchange of knowledge and experience among Japanese

trainees, Cambodian students, researchers, and community members. These interactions promoted
mutual understanding, cultural appreciation, and friendship, while encouraging participants to reflect
on the environmental challenges and opportunities facing our societies. I believe that these people-
to-people connections are among the most valuable outcomes of the program.
The final presentations demonstrated not only the knowledge gained during the training, but also the
participants’ thoughtful reflections and commitment to contributing to a more sustainable future.
Their passion and willingness to learn gave me confidence that the next generation will continue to
play an important role in addressing environmental and social challenges.

Beyond the technical knowledge and field experience gained, I believe that the greatest
achievement of IGVT Cambodia 2025 was the spirit of cooperation and friendship developed among
all participants. These relationships will help strengthen collaboration between Cambodia and Japan
and contribute to future partnerships in education, environmental conservation, and sustainable rural
development.

I sincerely congratulate all organizers, partners, and participants on the successful implementation
of IGVT Cambodia 2025, and I look forward to our continued collaboration in the years ahead.
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Message to My Buddy

First,  although ~we  were  both
communicating in a second language, thank
you for always trying to understand what I
wanted to say and for explaining things to
people in Khmer. Without you, we would not
have been able to understand the villagers’
views. | was also very happy when you and
Thea offered me fruit, grilled bananas, snacks,
plants, and local dishes and encouraged me to
try them. Nick, I will treasure the yellow
flowers you gave me. Thank you!
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Message to my buddy

Dear Thea,

Thank you so much for being my buddy
during this program. Because of you, my
experience in Cambodia became truly
meaningful. I will never forget our visit to
Khmer Green Charcoal Co., Ltd. When you
asked me, “Do you understand?” and
explained the factory manager’s comments to
me, [ felt how kind and supportive you were.
Thanks to your interpretation during the rural
survey and  environmental education
activities, I was able to communicate with
local people and learn so much. I also really
enjoyed our conversations outside the
program activities. I hope we can meet again
someday, either in Cambodia or in Japan. |

will always treasure the time we spent

together.
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Message to my buddy

Thank you so much for all your support
during our time in Cambodia. As a member of
Group B, you were truly indispensable. Your
Khmer interpretation during the rural survey
and environmental education activities helped
us enormously. I know it was not easy for any
of us to communicate in languages that were
not our mother tongues, but you always spoke
up and brought great energy to the group. I
truly appreciate that. I am so happy that I had
the opportunity to meet you. Let’s stay in
touch!
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For all participants

Thanks to everyone’s support, [ was able to

complete this training. As this was my first
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time participating in an overseas program, |
am sure there were many areas in which I
lacked experience, but 1 am grateful for
everything you taught me along the way.
Although our time together was short, I am
truly happy that I had the opportunity to work
with all of you. I look forward to the day when
we can work together again, somewhere in the
world.

i o A .
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Message to my buddy

Thank you very much for your dedicated
support and for actively participating in every
activity. Thanks to your efforts during the
rural survey, we were able to collect valuable
information from residents who could not read
or write. During the lessons at the primary
school, I believe that your explanations in
Khmer were what truly helped the children
understand our message.

I would be very happy if you occasionally
looked back at our letters and remembered us!

MTETSE)
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Message to my buddy
Dear Nea,
Thank you for always giving your best in every
activity. The environmental education activity
and rural survey were successful thanks to your
support. The time we spent together is truly
irreplaceable to me. Please take care, and I hope
we can meet again someday!
Dear Nino,
I may have relied on you too much as our leader,
but thank you for supporting us from beginning
to end. I look forward to your Instagram
updates!
Dear Daiju,
Your sense of humor and way with words
always made me laugh. Thank you for keeping
our bus conversations lively. [ hope you have the
opportunity to experience many different ways
of life in the future!
Dear Ichirin,
I love your cheerful personality and smile. I
wonder how many songs I heard you humming
during the training! Thank you for always
making us laugh!



HELLEE

FORUE TR SR 1 4R

JHENOREIZ 5 ARREHBELIZA, 7 H#
DIHEEZ A BREFICEVWH T 2N T E
9, ELZEN RO TIERL, LA T HIM
DIFRENHFVITH L -T-T20 ., ZOH
B B RED RO TONET, 22
T HWHETH LA T IEHLIAD
TR U iR E 2 IR L T A
HIEIZLELT, S EETITHHE I35
FANEDIL, FAUE T2 BB I I EY
HTeDh EWVIIWVIZHRIL TH 7 D&
2T LR LELE, EEIZE 2. #F
EFRIXZOZLE BT RBLHVET A
TLIEMN, WHEEZ KA T4, O TEZTH
VAN G B

ZO 7 HET, AT ESFeRBrae L £l
oo BUHIOD K7 A0 R AAROK BE JR D Fk B
T2 ERZFL, AR T DR %220, =
AF BN REANED LG0T LT T T
—varE RFELELE, T BILAER
~OBEROME, NFE~DEREHAE .
TEMTEENZH B A E LT,

HTh, OB SEA 7T ORI R

IZHIZITF > TOET, KURIE 35 JEA X,

HHOHZUIIAERIT L5 Tl HaS
NS T<IZDH<7eD HARDE %
HUELZ, Ll HARERELE 2 >TH
T=DIIAL 77 OREAFIRIT T, mHE T /v
ARUTEDOFBHER Tl AV > TV EL
7=h, HERVFAEEZI T B ILA T, &
RRKIBEILD ET DAL T TR+ 471

ek K7

KL TWRNWIIIZREZITHIELT,

ZOZETFF RIS R E L CHEfRL T
WELTEDY, FERRICH A~ B2, A
THIAZET, ZORESEE ZH-> TUHEUE
L7ze ZDIHRRWDOFTH, R B DO
BITELEIICOWTE WK NFELED
DS, FLD R EH RFERD I A— )V EEEFRRL
JolL TN b&E, SElZoMZRENICL
TV EECFE LT, D LEED ROV ET 23,
72 BRI R IC R Te DD 1Tk 5%
21T, ZORERIZIEEAHEZANHHDTIX
RN ERRWET, MO N 2 DR RO
TWBNEIMEITHNC, TR D=0 Iz Bz
LT TENF T2 EED D ERICIHIT,
BrBE IO T e LR G . [Z 00 B4R
TN ZOBREEZ TN IS T o
RO TIERNTLEI DN, [ZOFFEDN—R
TEREHE TR ESL T 72K
2B 0 | TREFHIHR R Z B E T20nh | 2
STEHBBIELWTY, Ll Z<DZ1k
DIEZD AN IEFREDN 3 DN0IZLL 72D DD %
HBRIZEBNT, D72 & RITES TR,
TR MNZEILTZWDD  EWVO BRI O 5 735
B TELIDNTRLET, R ARIHE TR
HDIL, ZOLIRFEZFHTT,

AS%IE, A EIORRERZ [ F R OBPUAD
FTZEEALLIENTT, FATHERZE |
FAETHY, RS EORERE SESFE
7o CRINAZBOLNDZ SR ET, B
ERTORML, BIUTIEF ITHEE T, BINL

29



2T IUTTR BTNk A B X D D B0 E
L7, LU, WHEZ T, [T R EERTEIC
HBAETe DD | EWVHRIVIZ H 73720 DB 2
AN o R QN A R YA N - NV VAR A
P o Rl A = S MK (1 b B AV RV/RN = R 7 Nz [
RESTZDTTIEHVETEAN, 5D H IR
5, BOORFUZHELZFF> TUTEI TEHE
BnEd, ZL T Ei&Ko-T, SRS
T2 NA DD/ AR N TE TN E
BNET, 7272, BB BRFEBAMI0E R L
FT DI, BUEOREIXDLEEFNEE
TWEONBLLNER A, EbIZ, £ K
TOBRIZHEDNN=ZE R TR L&D,
L RTT TRUT- B 2 LEEEE BN TE
REIRNERNET L, EN<HVEE A,
B%IZ, BARED R T OHHE B DS
o, TLTELOEERKRERE H 2 TS
STEAR T DEERREITIU O | AWHEIZB
STLIEES =T _NTO N 212, DIV
HL EiFEd,
Message to my buddy

How are you doing? I miss Cambodian food.
Thank you for all your help during the training.

I am glad that [ was able to work with you as
a member of Group A! I fell in love with
Cambodia in just seven days, and I hope to
visit again. If you ever come to Japan, please
contact me. Take care until we meet again. |
wish you all the best!

P
. -

Chitheang Village TO B £
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Message to my buddy

First of all, thank you for staying with us
and seeing every activity through to the very
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end. During the rural survey and the
environmental education activity at the
primary school, you played an important role
as a bridge between the local people and our
team.

Although no one asked you to do so, you
stayed up late preparing the questionnaires for
the rural survey. That helped us enormously,
and I truly appreciate it. I also have wonderful
memories of our team meetings in the hotel
lobby and of working together at a café¢ to
prepare the slides for our final presentation.

I have always felt that you are very good at
connecting with people, both children and
adults. Your friendliness and openness are
truly impressive, and they stood out
throughout the program.

I know that job hunting can be difficult, but
I respect the way you have remained actively
involved with the Institute of Environmental
Rehabilitation
commitment is admirable.

and Conservation. Your

I am very grateful that this exchange
between Cambodia and Japan gave me the
opportunity to meet you. I hope that someday
we will meet again somewhere in the world
and work together for a better future.

[ am a little sad that we did not have the
chance to say a proper goodbye at the end, but
I hope you are doing well and staying healthy.

Thank you for everything—HIi#1 00!

L |
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Message to my buddy
Dear Nick,

Thank you so much for spending almost an
entire week working with us. Because of you,
this became a truly meaningful and
memorable experience for me.

To be honest, I sometimes struggled to
communicate in English at the beginning, and
there were moments when [ almost gave up
trying to express myself. However, you were
always patient, listened sincerely, and tried to
understand me. That meant a great deal to me
and encouraged me to keep trying to
communicate.

I was also deeply inspired by the way you
always thought carefully and continued
searching for answers until the very end.
Watching you made me want to challenge
myself more.

Through this experience, you reminded me
of the importance of having the courage to try
and of continuing even when things are



difficult. I am truly grateful for that. I am so
happy that you were my buddy. Thank you for
everything, Nick. I will never forget the
experience we shared. Until we meet again,

take care and stay well!

IFEL TOBERLLIRD IR T DR

Group B DA /N—7ch,
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Message to My Buddy

Although this program lasted only one
week, thank you so much for supporting us
wholeheartedly. I truly appreciate everything
you did for us.

I no longer think of you only as my buddy;
I feel that we became true friends who could
share silly jokes and laugh together. You are
such a funny and kind person. I was always
impressed by how quickly you noticed when
someone in our group was not feeling well or
when something was wrong. You were always
caring and thoughtful toward all of us.

Because of you, I felt comfortable and

supported throughout the program. I am truly
grateful that we were able to spend this special
time together.

I hope we can meet again someday. Until
then, please take care, and do not forget that

you have a friend in Japan!
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How International Cooperation Strengthens

Environmental Action

Royal University of Agriculture, §
Faculty of Agricultural Biosystems Engineering, Grade 1

Introduction

From 13 to 18 February, I participated in the
International Green Volunteer Training, a
program designed to promote forest
conservation and sustainable development in
Cambodia. I would like to express my sincere
gratitude to NALAPO, ERECON and all
donors and supporters for their invaluable

assistance and dedication in organizing this

program.  Without their efforts, this
meaningful training would not have been
possible.

What I have learned

During the International Green Volunteer
Training, held from 13 to 18 February, 1
learned many important lessons. I had the
opportunity to communicate and work with
trainees from another country, which helped
me  improve my  teamwork  and
communication skills. We shared ideas,
prepared presentation slides, discussed
various topics, and made decisions together.
Working with friends from different
backgrounds taught me to understand
different perspectives and respect other
cultures.

I also learned more about forest
conservation and its importance for
sustainable development in Cambodia. The
training encouraged me to think more deeply

about how forests can be protected while local
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communities are supported. In addition, I
learned how to plan a workshop, select a clear
theme, formulate a hypothesis, and design a
survey related to that theme. These activities
strengthened my critical-thinking skills and
increased my confidence in planning and
organizing environmental projects.

Future Aspirations and Commitment to
Environmental Sustainability

Following this training, I hope to continue
participating in international programs and
working with people from different countries.
I want to develop in many ways, especially by
improving my critical-thinking,
communication, and teamwork skills. I also
want to become more flexible, responsible,
and confident when facing new challenges.
This training encouraged me to step outside
my comfort zone, seek new experiences, and
take initiative rather than being afraid to begin
something new.

In addition, I want to deepen my
understanding of forest conservation and
sustainable development in Cambodia and
learn practical ways to protect forests while
supporting local communities. I hope to apply
what I learned by developing small projects,
raising awareness, and encouraging others to
care more about the environment. I also want
to learn more about different cultures,
perspectives, and working styles so that I can



collaborate more effectively in international
settings. Overall, I hope this training will
serve as the starting point for my personal
growth and long-term commitment to
environmental protection.
Message to my buddy

I would like to sincerely thank all the
Japanese trainees for their kindness,
teamwork, and positive attitude throughout
the training. Working alongside you was an
invaluable experience that enriched my
understanding of forest conservation and
cultural diversity. Despite our different
backgrounds, we shared ideas, supported one

another, and worked toward the common goal

of protecting the environment. I hope we can
maintain our friendship, and I look forward to
future opportunities to collaborate and learn

together.

Group photo. at Srae Sorm Thmey Primary School
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Environmental Education and Tree Planting

with Children

Royal University of Agriculture,
Faculty of Agricultural Biosystems Engineering, Grade 3

Overview
The International Green Volunteer Training
program lasted eight days: four days in Phnom
Penh, three days in Tboung Khmum Province,
and one night in transit. Its main activities
included estimating carbon stocks in trees,
surveying residents’ views on forest
protection, and learning about environmental
issues. The sites we visited were highly
relevant to my field of study. Throughout the
training, we also participated in a range of
educational activities that addressed important
environmental challenges.

Activities

*Tree Planting: We planted trees with pupils at
Sraesorm Thymey Primary School and
taught them how to plant and care for
seedlings.

*Ecosystem Education: We taught the children
about relationships within ecosystems,
including human impacts on the environment
and the interdependence of living and non-
living components.

*Environmental Comparison: We
demonstrated the benefits of trees by
comparing water infiltration and soil stability
in soil with and without vegetation.

*Soil Experiment: We taught pupils about soil
characteristics by passing water through

observed

different soil types. They

differences in water movement and retention,
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which are important for plant growth.
eInteractive Learning: We organized a leaf-
collection game in the school grounds so that
the children could observe the number and
variety of tree species while learning in an
enjoyable atmosphere.

Knowledge Gained

*Developed my English-language skills.

*Gained confidence to participate in future
International Green Volunteer Training
programs.

*Visited places that were new to me.

*Learned how waste can be recycled or reused
to reduce environmental impacts.

*Learned about Japanese -culture, careful
preparation before beginning tasks, and
punctuality.

*Deepened my knowledge of ecosystems.

*Learned more about the benefits that forests
provide to people and communities.

*Gained practical experience and knowledge
in data collection.

*Learned about the agricultural sector in
Tboung Khmum Province, particularly
industrial crops.

Commitment

After completing this training, [ am
committed to sharing the knowledge I gained
with those around me and to participating in
environmental training programs whenever
possible. In particular, I will apply the



experience gained from the rural survey to
understand challenges in my own community.
I will also continue participating in tree-
planting activities and sharing environmental
knowledge with children and young people in
my area, with the aim of nurturing a lasting
appreciation of nature.
Message to My Buddies

First of all, I would like to thank NALAPO,
ERECON and all my Japanese friends,
especially the members of Group A—Nao,
Nino, Ichirin, and Daiju. I was very happy to
work with all of you.

The tree-planting, teaching, and games with
the children are especially unforgettable

memories. Thank you all for your hard work.
Because of you, this training became one of
the best experiences of my life. I hope we can

meet again someday!
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Connection between Environment and

Education on IGVT

PHOUNG Chomreoumnthea
Royal University of Agriculture,
Faculty of Agricultural Biosystems Engineering, Grade 3

Overview

The program activities in Cambodia lasted
five days. The first and final days were spent
at the Royal University of Agriculture, where
we presented key ideas and reported on the
activities conducted by each group. We spent
the intervening three days in Tboung Khmum
Province.

Activities

During the program, we participated in
many activities, including visits to Khmer
Green Charcoal Co., Ltd. and a rubber
plantation; a rural survey in Chitheang Village
and at Chitheang Lake; environmental
education at Sraesorm Thymey Primary
School; a wvisit to the Tboung Khmum
Provincial Department of Agriculture,
Forestry, and Fisheries; and observations of
research and educational programs at UHST.
My favorite activities were the rural survey
and environmental education.

*Rural Survey:

We interviewed residents of Chitheang
Village to understand their household waste-
management practices and to share
information about separating waste at home.
This activity could help raise awareness of
proper waste sorting and of ways to reuse
materials—for example, by selling recyclable
items, using organic waste as animal feed, or
making compost for home gardens and crops.
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*Environmental Education:

We taught children at Sraesorm Thymey
School  about
protection. Our lesson introduced the 3Rs,

Primary environmental
which provide practical guidance for reducing
environmental pollution: reduce the use of
plastic and other disposable materials, reuse
items as many times as possible, and recycle
materials that can be processed into new
products. After the lesson, most pupils
appeared to understand these principles, and
some said that they were already putting them
into practice in their daily lives.
Knowledge Gained

After participating in this training course, |
gained knowledge and experience in the
following areas:
*Recycling agricultural waste into

environmentally friendly charcoal briquettes.
*Estimating carbon stocks in trees.
*Waste separation and management.
*Japanese approaches to teamwork.
*Improving my language proficiency and
developing deeper critical-thinking skills.

Commitment

After participating in this training course, I
am committed to joining other environment-
related programs whenever possible. I will also
share the knowledge gained through this
program with my family and others around me,
with the aim of contributing to environmental



protection and finding useful applications for
materials that were previously regarded as
waste.
Conclusion

In conclusion, relatively few community
members and pupils have received systematic
education on how to sort waste by type. [ hope
that  further
programs will be offered, because informed

environmental  education

participation by community members and

young people is essential to protecting and
conserving our shared environment

Message to my buddy

A2

First of all, I would like to thank NALAPO,
ERECON and all my Japanese friends,
especially the members of Group B—Kana,
Ryusei, and Mimi. I am very happy to have
participated in this program.

This program was a special opportunity that
allowed me to learn a great deal, particularly
about environmental issues. | also improved my
English and communication skills and learned
so much from all of you. Finally, I would like to
thank the donors, sponsors, and everyone who
participated in the program. These activities are
important because they encourage people and
pupils in Cambodia to think more deeply about
environmental protection. I hope that one day

we will meet again!

OOROAB S

Group photo after the training completion ceremony
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Japan’s natural environment is relatively well preserved; therefore, opportunities to consciously
recognize its importance are not always abundant. By visiting Cambodia, observing the realities
of forest loss firsthand, and interacting with local residents, however, the Japanese students came
to understand environmental issues as challenges that directly affect people’s lives. Such
experience can foster changes in attitudes toward environmental conservation and is highly
valuable for developing future leaders who can contribute to a sustainable society. Furthermore,
the program offered educational benefits beyond forest conservation by promoting intercultural
understanding. Through exchanges with local residents and students, participants learned that
international cooperation and mutual understanding are essential to achieving a sustainable society.
Collaborative activities and discussions between Japanese and Cambodian students also provided
both groups with opportunities to develop a global perspective on environmental challenges. The
program therefore made a significant contribution to nurturing future professionals capable of
international collaboration in addressing global environmental issues.
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The International Green Volunteer Training in Cambodia, February 2026.
This training program was conducted in the Kingdom of Cambodia with the aim of fostering future human
resources for international reforestation cooperation, while promoting understanding of the importance of

international reforestation efforts and the role played by the ‘Green Fund’.

This report is intended to widely disseminate the outcomes of the training, raise public awareness of
international reforestation efforts, and serve as a reference for the implementation of future programs.

July, 2026
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