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Dr. Borarin BUNTONG
Director, the Division of Research and Innovation (DRI)
Royal University of Agriculture, Cambodia

This International Green Volunteer Training addresses the urgent challenges of forest
restoration and sustainable natural resource management, making it highly beneficial for
communities in Cambodia. Through collaborative reforestation efforts with local residents and
environmental education activities for children, the program promotes grassroots awareness and
action. For students at Royal University of Agriculture, Cambodia, it provides a valuable
opportunity to connect academic knowledge with real-world practice.
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3. Message to my buddy

Dear Maniza,
Hello, I’'m Hibiki. Thanks, Maniza. I'm glad
to be able to take environmental education and
rural surveys. During the environmental
education at the elementary school and junior
high school, you translated our English into
Khmer for us. In addition, you incorporated
various ideas to make it easier for the students
to participate in the lessons. I was very happy
about that. If it had only been a simple
translation from English without your creative
efforts, the students might have become bored.
You really helped us a lot. When we were
preparing the final presentation materials, you
helped me by summarizing the results of the
rural survey and creating graphs on my behalf,
which was very helpful. I couldn’t give you
much in return. I want to improve my English
so that next time we meet, we can have more
conversations. I’'m very grateful for your
support this time. If you ever have time, please
come visit Japan!

Hibiki
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BpYIZ
~For all participants with me~

In the end of this essay, I’d like to thank all
participants and ERECON staffs. 1 was
nervous at the start of the tour, because I didn’t
have any confidence in my international
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communication skills. However, everyone
didn’t make walls to communicate with each
other, so I could relax and enjoy this tour.
Especially I'd like to appreciate Group C
members. We had had different ideas and
experienced a lot of misunderstandings in
group discussions. But we could finally make
agreements every time and make it to the final
without any conflict or

presentation

resignation. I suppose it made the success that
everyone didn’t give up telling us our own
ideas and their advantages. At the same time,
we always tried to understand the contents of
ideas carefully, I was surprised by the attitude,
and it was impressive. In addition, I think the
most important thing is we could enjoy these
struggles! I “believe” we can consider
memories in this tour as our happiness.
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To my buddy

Thank you for your support during my stay in
Cambodia. I am very happy to have been able
to work with you as Group C to do so many
things. I know it was difficult for both of us to
communicate in a language that is not our first
language but thank you so much for not giving
up and trying to communicate with us until the
end. I am glad that we could have a lot of
conversations and became good friends, and
that I now have a purpose to go back to
Cambodia. If you ever come to Japan again,
please contact me. I will show you around and
teach you many things! Until we meet again,
take care.
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Message to my buddy

Dear Rei

Thank you very much during our staying in
Cambodia. Thanks to you, we could learn
everything about environmental issues in
Cambodia. Especially in primary school and
secondary school, we could not have
conducted our projects without your
assistance through interpretation.

Thus, I want to help you in Japan if you are
allowed to stay Tsukuba university in Ibaraki
prefecture. At that time, I will introduce many
Japanese culture and landmark. I hope to be
able to meet you again and enjoy Japanese
culture.

Best of luck!! Koki Miura
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Message to our buddy

It was amazing to meet you. [ am going to see
you again somewhere, so let’s keep in touch
and let me know anytime! My experience in
Cambodia was meaningful totally thanks to
your word, experience and passion.

Thank you and I wish
you the best of luck.




Actions speak louder than word

The University of Tokyo, Dept. of International Studies, Master 1

1.What I have learned?

1.1 Environment Education

For environmental education, our group
ultimately decided on a "Leaves Collage"
combined with an environmental knowledge
course. The idea is to have students create
nature-inspired art using leaves.

Firstly, when the target audience for
environmental education is elementary school
students, I believe that the "fun" aspect of the
course is the most important and fundamental
requirement. For young children, the allure of
knowledge is far less appealing than a blank
sheet of paper and a few crayons. Only when
children are having fun will they have the
extra mental energy to engage with the course
content and explore the underlying meaning
of the course design on their own.

Secondly, when the target audience is middle
school students, their comprehension and
hands-on abilities are much stronger than
those of elementary school students.
Therefore, it is possible to include some
course content in addition to entertainment.
However, the main focus of environmental
education should still be on "fun," and the
course format should ideally be interactive.
For example, in this course, we encouraged
students to brainstorm and think about the
"uses of palm trees," which resulted in many
interesting answers. Moreover, students were
able to create their artworks based on the
course content during the following creative
session, which was something we hadn't

SONG Wei

anticipated.

Additionally, we found that when creating leaf
collages, older students tended to prefer
completing their projects alone, whereas
younger students leaned more towards
teamwork. Whether in elementary or middle
school, we were surprised to find that students'
creativity and comprehension were much
stronger than we had expected. The children
were able to produce very exquisite and
unique works in a short amount of time. This
reminded us that in future content design, we
should provide more freedom to the children.

1.2 Tree-planting

Continuing with the tree-planting session, |
noticed that the difference between
elementary school students and middle school
students became even more apparent. After
completing the environmental education for
elementary students, we took the local
children to the tree-planting site. We formed
several groups, standing in circles, while staff
from ERECON provided instructions. Next, it
was the Japanese students who began planting
the trees. Although a few local elementary
students participated, their numbers of student
joined were limited, and most were not
familiar with the specific steps. The rest
seemed rather confused and unsure of what to
do. However, this is not surprising. Having
grown up surrounded by forests, how could
they have known that trees need to be
planted by people?

Things were quite different when it came to
the middle school students. This change could
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be attributed to the proximity to the city or the
local community's strong emphasis on tree
planting and the existence of large-scale
demonstration fields. When we began
investigating the survival rate of the trees, a
few middle school students spontaneously
guided me through checking each tree and
taught me how to determine whether a tree
was alive or not. During the tree-planting
session, they were familiar with each step:
digging the holes, moistening the soil, placing
the saplings, filling in the soil, watering, and
securing the trees. They could complete the
entire process without our assistance.

The most important aspect was the joy we felt

while planting trees together with the children.

Every time we finished planting a tree, we
would gather our hands and wash them
together with the water used for planting. In
those moments, it truly felt like our hearts
were connected. That day, we planted six trees
together and then played soccer. I believe that
sunny morning will always have a special
place in my heart in the days to come.

1.3 Rural Survey

Finally, let’s talk about the rural survey, which
was my main responsibility in our group. First
of all, regarding the questionnaire design, our
current version seems somewhat simplistic.
We didn't prepare appropriate follow-up
questions for some possible responses and
didn't tailor the questions for different age
groups or economic levels. For example,
villagers with higher economic status might
have more knowledge about policies and
education. This oversight caused some delays
during the interview. More specifically, two
questions in the questionnaire asked villagers
to evaluate certain matters. In retrospect, this
approach wasn't rigorous. Instead of asking
villagers for their attitudes, it would have been
better to ask more objective and quantifiable
questions, allowing us to conduct more
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standardized evaluations later.

Next, I learned some valuable techniques for
questioning. First, when interviewing in
villages, villagers often gather together. If we
interview them as a group, their answers can
easily influence each other. Additionally,
when asking slightly sensitive questions, such
as whether they have collected non-timber
forest products (some villagers believe this is
not allowed by the government), some
interviewees may choose to conceal the truth.
Professor Mihara also mentioned this point.
My solution is that in future encounters with
such questions, we could ask villagers about
their neighbors' behavior or let them answer
based on their observations. This approach
can help alleviate some of the villagers'
concerns.

Moreover, it is crucial to adjust questions in
real-time based on the responses. Initially, all
our questions focused on non-timber forest
products. However, some villagers were full-
time farmers. When asked about non-timber
forest products, their answers were usually
brief and superficial. But once we asked about
agricultural production, they eagerly shared
their experiences in depth. Sticking rigidly to
the original plan may not always be a good
idea.

Last but not least, I found some methods to
build rapport with interviewees and improve

the quality of the interviews. For example,
asking for the interviewees' names and ages
before starting the interview, and wishing
them good health and longevity at the end, can
make a significant difference.

1.4 Deeper Takeaways

A deeper reflection on my experience centers
mainly on interpersonal communication.
Starting with the interaction with local
children, each of our groups had only one
Cambodian student to help with translation.
Therefore, during the environmental



education sessions at the school, we spent a
significant portion of the time interacting with
the children without a translator._In_such
moments, smiles and hugs became our sole
means of communication.

When it came to the tree-planting session,

how could we convey the importance of
planting trees to the children? I believe that
our own actions served as the best

expression. It was only when we, as outsiders,
picked up the hoes, held the soil, kneeled on
the ground, and put our utmost effort into
planting each tree, that the local children truly
understood the importance of these saplings
and what they symbolized. This motivated
them to join us and continue taking care of
these fragile lives even after we left.

During the rural survey, communication was
also a crucial aspect. However, compared to
the school setting, we had more assistance
from Cambodian students and staff, which
helped us overcome language barriers,
express our ideas, and understand the
villagers' feelings as much as possible. At this
point, I gained a deeper understanding of
"human commonality." Whether in the
skyscrapers of Beijing or the rural areas of
Cambodia, young children wish for more
playtime and less academic or work-related
hardships. Middle-aged parents hope for
stable incomes and good education for their

children, so they do not have to relive their
own living conditions. Meanwhile, elderly
individuals hope for good health and
happiness for their children. Our task is to
discover the specific reasons hindering the
villagers from achieving these aspirations
through our questions, only then can we truly
realize the ultimate goal of "development."

2. Future Plans and Aspirations

During our rural survey, we stumbled upon an
intriguing  phenomenon. When asking

villagers to compare their current living
conditions with the past, a significant number
of them reported that life was better in the past.
The reason given was that the use of currency
was not as prevalent back then. Nowadays,
money is needed for almost everything, which
places a lot of pressure on the villagers. This
finding conflicted with my previous
understanding. I once believed that the
essence of development was to gradually
extend the rules and regulations of the
developed world to the undeveloped world,
thereby improving the quality of life. The
currency system, undeniably, is a core
component of the developed world. However,
the rural survey results showed that with the
onset of monetization, people shifted from
traditional trading methods, decreasing
transaction efficiency and increasing life
pressure. This led some to acquire wealth by
selling forest resources, ultimately causing a
drastic ~ reduction in  forest  areas.
Conversations ~ with  Professor ~ Mihara
confirmed this complex relationship between
monetization and deforestation.

Before conducting the rural survey, I wouldn't
have known how intricately these two factors
were connected. In the future, I plan to
continue focusing on this field and attempt to
conduct related research. I also aim to seek
more opportunities for field surveys in
developing countries, to accumulate a deeper
understanding of different societies and
cultures.

3. Message to Japanese Trainee

First of all, I want to express my heartfelt
gratitude to all the fellow students and
teachers who were part of this journey. Thank
you for your patience and understanding with
my poor Japanese. I know that it has caused
many inconveniences during the trip, I feel
truly grateful for your understanding.
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Next, I want to give a shout-out my group
members, Yo, Kana, and Masa. Group C is the
best, no question about that! Our group had
one extra member compared to others, and
also my limited Japanese proficiency initially
made our discussions less efficient. However,
I know it from the bottom of my heart that
each one of us was truly interested and had
high expectations for this activity. Despite the
challenges in our discussions, we never gave

up but instead worked hard to design solutions.

Yo is a really kind and warm-hearted person.
Although she just started university and
doesn't have much research experience, she is
very empathetic and approachable. She was
really popular among the children during our
visits to the elementary and middle schools.
She was also very diligent, purchasing the
necessary tools for environmental education
before the trip and practicing the lesson
content with Nanan on the bus. Yo always
came up with great ideas at important
moments. During the rural survey, she noticed
our efficiency was low and suggested we split
into two groups, allowing us to successfully
collect over 20 responses. During the
presentation preparation, she proposed using a
scatter plot to display data, which was later
adopted in our final report with great result.

Kana is the most generous member of our
group. From the pre-trip meetings, she took on
the responsibility of recording and organizing
the discussion content after each meeting.
Often, our discussions would diverge, but she
helped us stay on track and move steadily
toward our goals. In critical moments, she
provided a great sense of reassurance. During
the middle school environmental education
session, we ran into a time management issue,
and Kana's part had very little time left. She
decisively gave up her prepared content to
ensure our group met our pre-set goals.
During the final presentation preparation, she
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finished her part of the PPT early and then
helped the rest of the group integrate and
format the slides. When Yo's part encountered
an unexpected issue, Kana even helped out
without finishing her own lunch. I am deeply
grateful for her selflessness and contributions.
Masa was the group member I communicated
with the most during this journey. He is
meticulous, optimistic, and  genuine.
Throughout the trip, he created countless
illustrations for our environmental education
and rural survey materials. When our
discussions reached a dead-end, he patiently
worked through potential issues with me step
by step. After everyone else returned to rest,
he continued to complete his tasks. During the
rural survey, he consistently supplemented the
interviews with critical questions and
contributed his observations during the
analysis phase. We often ate together in the
last few days, discussing cultural differences
between China and Japan. I remember he
enjoyed the multiple toasts tradition the most,
and I learned from him the Japanese phrase for
"bittersweet," which is "X AE VY. 7 On the
last day, we sat on the floor at Phnom Penh
Airport, reminiscing about the past week. |
wish this journey could have lasted a few
more days.

As time went on, we adapted more to each
other's ways of working, and the efficiency of
our discussion improved significantly. During
the preparation for final presentation,
everyone stayed highly focused, providing
constructive suggestions and offering help
when others faced difficulties. At that moment,
I felt we could accomplish anything.

Lastly, I would like to extend my heartfelt
thanks to Ueno, Aoki, Nanan, Sreylen, and
William. Every time we had a meal, Ueno-san
would serve everyone first and pass the dishes
to people who were farther away. He would
only start eating his own meal after everyone



was settled. Even during brief stops on the
road, he would find a place to work to ensure
our plans went smoothly. Aoki-san reviewed
our plans before we went to Cambodia and
provided valuable advice based on her past
experiences. After arriving in Cambodia, she
assisted us in preparing the necessary items
and coordinated with the local villagers to
ensure the smooth implementation of our
plans. Nanan, the most crucial member of our
group, has been helping us with translations
and keeping the atmosphere lively throughout

the trip. She also provided suggestions for our
plans based on her life experiences in
Cambodia. During our rural survey, Sreylen
helped us communicate with the villagers and
gathered potential survey subjects. William
explained Cambodia's history to us
throughout the journey, and we often
discussed topics related to Cambodia and
China, becoming good friends after the trip.
There are so many more people we need to
thank along the way. Without all of you, we
couldn't have accomplished any of this.
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Connect to the future through dialogue

Through this training, I learned that talking
with local people is essential to promote
environmental conservation, and that it is
important to have a multifaceted perspective
when we consider environmental issues. In
the case of deforestation in a village in
Cambodia, it seems at first glance that it is
caused by the excessive consumption of forest
resources by the villagers for their livelihood.
However, after talking with the villagers, it
was found that the amount of forest needed for
the villagers' daily lives has increased due to
restrictions on logging, and there are no major
problems with the supply of timber. In other
words, the villagers are self-sufficient in their
lives. It was found that the main cause of
deforestation was logging for agricultural land
development. In addition to daily necessities,
the villagers were expanding their agricultural
land to cover new expenses such as their
children's education and mobile phones.
Another point to note is that many villagers
have no choice but to engage in agriculture as
tenant farmers to earn an income. Although
agricultural land development itself is not bad,
if it goes too far, forest resources will decrease
rapidly, and as a result, the benefits of the
forests that the villagers have been able to use
sustainably may be lost. Behind this situation
is thought to be the economic factor that
agriculture provides a more stable income
than selling timber or fruit. By digging deeper
into the problem, we can see that simply
stopping deforestation and promoting tree
planting will not lead to a fundamental
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solution. The background to deforestation is
closely related to changes in land use and
economic circumstances, so in order to
advance environmental conservation efforts, it
is necessary to understand the local socio-
economic situation and seek sustainable
alternatives. For example, by introducing
appropriate forest management methods, it
may be possible to create a system that can
secure income for residents while maintaining
the forest. Another way to stabilize income
without relying too much on agriculture is for
the government to support villagers in
improving the quality of commercial crops or
taking up other occupations. Until now, | have
studied environmental issues superficially, but
I have keenly felt the importance of
understanding the social and economic factors
behind the problem. On the other hand, I
thought that by directly listening to the voices
of local people, we could find clues to the
essence of environmental problems and clues
to solving them. Land development itself
cannot be said to be evil, but the earth is rich
in nature, and not only humans but also
diverse living things live there, and the
ecosystem is made up of their interactions.
Living in urban areas in Japan, it is difficult to
appreciate the benefits we receive from nature,
but Japan's abundant water resources, food
resources, and beautiful scenery are all built
on biodiversity, and the same is true in other
countries. Therefore, I strongly felt that it is
urgent to conserve nature before the balance
of the ecosystem is irreparably damaged.



Through this training, my desire to "protect
the nature of the Earth" that I have had until
now has become even stronger. At the same
time, 1 felt that to achieve environmental
conservation, it is necessary not only to
protect nature, but also to deeply understand
how local people, governments, and the
international community are involved and
what is causing environmental change. This is
by no means an easy task, and it may be
practically impossible to protect all nature on
Earth. However, we need to aim to solve more
fundamental problems rather than just
superficial  efforts in  environmental
conservation, as represented by goals such as
"30by30" set out in the Montreal Convention.
The cause of deforestation is not simply
intentional, but in many cases, it can be said
to be the result of choices people have no
choice but to make to survive. Therefore, I
believe that the essence of environmental
problems is not "destruction itself" but "why
destruction occurs”. In the future, I would like
to not only continue my research on
environmental conservation, but I also clarify
the issues that each person has in the field and
seek concrete solutions. To do this, we need to
work with policymakers, NGOs, and research
institutions to find ways to balance sustainable
development and environmental conservation.
In addition, I believe that the need for building
business models that can secure income while
properly managing forest resources will
increase in the future, so I would like to
always study and gain experience and actively
participate in activities at the field level. As |

mentioned, [ have been conducting research at
university simply with the desire to protect
nature, but I felt that this alone is not enough
to solve environmental problems. In the future,
I would Ilike to contribute to nature
conservation with like-minded colleagues,
visiting various places and talking to local
people, aiming to solve more fundamental
problems. I also believe that it is important to
widely disseminate the knowledge gained in
the process and create an opportunity for
many people to take a deeper interest in
environmental issues. Although it is a field
that will never end, I would like to work hard
to aim for a future where this beautiful earth
will remain for future generations and
everyone can live happily.

Message to my buddy, Rei

First, thank you so much for everything over
the past week. From our very first group
activity, you were cheerful and kind, making
the experience truly enjoyable. 1 really
appreciate your help in telling our ideas to the
children during the school workshop! During
the rural research, you carefully explained
each villager’s story to us, which was
incredibly helpful. Thanks to you, we were
able to gain many valuable insights. Even on
the bus, you told me about your family and
Cambodian culture, which made the trip even
more enjoyable. I hope you have a wonderful
time in Japan next time! Thank you again for
everything, and I look forward to seeing you
in Cambodia and in Japan again!
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Message to my buddy

Dear Niza, Chamnan, and Rei:

This is Michelle. It has been a while since we
left Cambodia. How is everything going? I
hope you are doing a good job. I just want to
say something and to tell my feelings to you.
Firstly, thank you all for joining with us in this
meaningful program. We had a very good time
together. It would be the most memorable
experience in my life so far. I also appreciate
your warm welcome and help with translation.
Through this experience, I realized that if we
cannot talk to local people well, we will fail to
do anything. If I want to do something
meaningful to help this area become better
than before, I need to know what the local
want at first. But if I cannot communicate well
with local people who do not speak English or
even cannot write, people who study in
specific fields and can speak both English and
local language will play the most important
role. You guys are the local human resources
and you will be the future of Cambodia, so |
hope you can do your best to study hard and
well to help construct Cambodia better and
stronger. If there are anything you want me to
do, feel free to contact me. Best wishes and
best regards! Michelle
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4. Message for our buddy

Hi Niza. How are you doing? Your translation
of the environmental education and rural
survey was helpful. Thanks to you, this
training was much more fulfilling. If you visit
Japan, let's do muscle training together!
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Messages to Rei

Rei, it's been a real pleasure meeting you!
Thinking of you working hard in Cambodia
makes me work hard too! See you again.

YRR AN
2 1
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Participating

International Green Volunteer Training

Royal University of Agriculture, Faculty of Agro-Industry, Grade 2

Introduction

From February 14 to February 20, 2025, 1
participated in the International Green
Volunteer Training Cambodia. The training
program brought together a diverse group of
volunteers to engage in environmental
education projects. The purpose of this
training was to enhance participants’ skills
and knowledge in sustainable practices, raise
awareness of environmental challenges, and
promote environmental issues and education.
This report details the activities, objectives,
and outcomes of the training program.

Objectives of the Training Program

The primary objectives of the International
Green Volunteer Training were as follows:

1. Provide Practical Environmental Training:
Equip volunteers with hands-on experience in
environmental conservation activities,
including tree planting, sharing the experience
about how people live here.
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Photo 1 Group A
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2. Raise Awareness of Local Environmental
Educate participants about
Cambodia’s specific environmental
challenges, such as deforestation, waste
pollution, and the loss of biodiversity.

3. Foster Cross-Cultural Cooperation:
Promote collaboration among international
and local volunteers, enabling the sharing of
knowledge and experiences in tackling
environmental problems.

4. Promote Sustainable Practices: Encourage
the adoption of eco-friendly habits and
sustainable practices, both during the training
and in everyday life.

Issues:

Training Activities

Throughout the training, participants engaged
in a variety of activities designed to teach both
theoretical and practical approaches to
environmental  conservation. The key
activities included:

e  Workshops

Training began with first discussion in Royal
University of Agriculture where participants
learned about the specific environmental
issues facing Cambodia. The topics covered
included the impact of deforestation on
biodiversity, plastic waste management, and
sustainable agricultural practices. These
sessions provided a strong foundation for
understanding the environmental context in
which we would be working. We also went to
Sraesom Thmey Primary School and Popel
Secondary School to do our workshops such
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as planting trees, sharing environmental
knowledge with students, and learning back
about their environmental issues. The
workshop at Knapor Community Forest was
conducting survey for Carbon Storage. It was
so amazing because I got to learn about the
tree more, especially, how the tree gives such
a huge benefit to us. All volunteers were
active on conducting rural survey at Kna Krao
Village (Promoting  Forest
Conservation, Reforestation Activity,
Sustainable Forest Resources Utilization) and
villagers being approachable to us. On the last
day we also had final presentation with our

Resources

topic (Promoting Sustainable Forest Resource
Management in Cambodia).

e Tree Planting and Reforestation Efforts:
A significant portion of the training was spent
on practical conservation tasks, such as
planting native trees in degraded forest areas.
Volunteers worked in groups to plant trees.
This experience taught us the importance of
forest restoration and how reforestation can
help mitigate climate change.

e Waste Management Initiatives:
Cambodia struggles with waste management,
especially in rural areas. During the training,
we participated in a waste management
workshop that covered topics such as
recycling (took leaves that fell off the tree for
drawing), composting, and waste-to-energy
initiatives. This activity helped to raise
awareness of the growing issue of plastic
pollution and the need for proper waste
disposal methods.

e Community Outreach and Education:
Volunteers conducted educational workshops
for children and adults, teaching them about
the importance of reducing waste, conserving
water, and protecting local wildlife. These
outreach activities were aimed at fostering

long-term  environmental  consciousness
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within communities.

e (Cultural Exchange and Team Building:
The training program also included team-
building discussion sessions and cultural
exchange activities, where participants from
Japan and Cambodia shared their experiences
and knowledge of environmental practices.
Volunteers went to many places for having
more beautiful memories such as Angkor Wat,
Tonle Sap Forest and Fishery community,
Angkor Center for Biodiversity Conservation.
This aspect of the training helped strengthen
international cooperation and encouraged the
exchange of ideas and strategies that could be
applied in our home countries.

Photo 2 Our selfie

Outcomes and Achievements

The International Green Volunteer Training in
Cambodia led to several positive outcomes,
both in terms of environmental impact and
volunteer development such as Environmental
Contributions, Educational Outreach,
Volunteer Skills Development, and Cross-
Cultural Collaboration.

Conclusion

The International Green Volunteer Training in
Cambodia was an incredibly valuable
experience for us all involved. The training
equipped volunteers with practical skills in



environmental conservation, fostered cross-
cultural collaboration, and made meaningful
contributions to the local community and
environment.

Message

Thank to ERECON and Our Japanese Friends
(Tomodachi) hope we meet someday again. <
Arigato >

*

l‘l

‘I.: 2 ' . N ‘.‘.“ l'.'.'.'.“ e
SO IRERERY %0:0:0: ;:o XIS
00000 S ORRRABBR BB 2
QRO QRO
; 25
Foteteted atetetek Stotetete fate
PO Tt 220G 2
VOO OO0 0.0 0.0 Q
e LSS5 S
20%%% %0200 pebbebed,
2.9.0. 10000 QOO0
SISO R o,
%4
-
:
- ",
C= ‘
LIsnenons |

Photo 3  Our last day of the International
Green Volunteer Training
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Forest Carbon Credits: Insights from

the International Green Volunteer Training

Royal University of Agriculture, -
Faculty of Agricultural Biosystems Engineering, Grade 3 =

During the International Green Volunteer
Training in Cambodia, I gained valuable
experiences in environmental management
and sustainable development. After visited
Kna Por Community Forest I heard the
solution to protect the forest from community
speaker is Forest Carbon Credits this topic
makes me interested in and want to know
more about it especially apply this to the
villagers’ forest community and secondary
forest.

Forest Carbon Credits are an important
financial tool that helps combat deforestation
by providing economic incentives to
communities and organizations that protect
and restore forests. In Cambodia, the
government also included this idea to apply to
make the solution. To stop cutting down the
forest and burning of the forest from people
that live around forest resources. Also, from
some company that want to take location in
forest resources to create industry company.
But only the natural or primary forest that can

P
2 ’

Photo I  Replanting activities
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get the forest carbon credits. That why I want
to discuss this problem.

From my own opinion, government should be
doing the discussion with the company
especially big company from Japan and
around the world to give their credit to people
that protect the forest resources and apply this
credit to secondary and villagers’ community
forest not only primary or natural forest to
help their livelihoods.

Photo 2 Rural survey at Kna Krao village ask
them how to use forest resources

After completing this training, I plan to apply
my knowledge and ideas to real
environmental challenges as much as I can. |
will share and continue to participate in
reforestation projects and environmental
education programs, if there are another
opportunity  like  International  Green
Volunteer Training that think about
environmental protection.

Messages to my Japanese teachers and
student



I really appreciate the opportunity to
participate and learn from all of you. Not only
the training, but also, I could improve
communication skills and English-speaking
skills. Also, I could visit some tourist
attractions that I have never been before. I
hope we will join to protect the international
environment, find the solution, and promote
the sustainable environmental management.
Especially application of the forest carbon
credit to secondary and villager’s community
forest in my home country, Cambodia. Most
importantly, I want to thank the donors and
sponsors who supported this program. Your

Photo 3 Kna Por Community Forest

contributions make a real difference in
Cambodia by helping young people like me
learn how to protect forests and develop
sustainable solutions for the future. With your
continued support, we can work together to
protect global forests, promote sustainable
environmental management, and expand
carbon credit opportunities for local
communities. I hope we can continue our
collaboration to create a greener and more
sustainable world, especially by applying
Forest Carbon Credits to secondary and
community forests in Cambodia.

Photo 4 Angkor National Park
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Connect children and the environment:

Insights from the International Green

Volunteer Training

Royal University of Agriculture,
Faculty of Agricultural Biosystems Engineering, Grade 4

I. Overview

The 7-day International Green Volunteer
Training course was held in Phnom Penh for 2
days, 1 day at Tbong Khmum province and
Siem Reap province for 4 days. In addition,
we did some activities in the Sraesom Thmey
Primary School and Popel Secondary School.

II. Activities

In the Sraesom Thmey Primary School and
Popel Secondary School, we did some of the
following activities:

1. Introduced ourselves to all the students

2. Ask them of some question: Do you like

nature? Do you know that everything
around you are connected, both living and
non-living?

3. We also taught them how to love trees by
collecting fallen leaves and twigs for
painting

4. Plant seedlings with students

5. We also chatted with them and played
together.

ITI. Acquired knowledge

After completing this training, I gained a lot

of knowledge.

1. Get new ideas to impart knowledge to
children by doing activities and asking
some questions.

2. I just learned that fallen leaves and twigs
can make a painting, it’s really amazing to
see before.
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3. The students love plants, but they don’t
know how to take care of the plants.

4. Organize activities in stages and manage
the situation better.

IV. Plans following the completion of the
training

After completing this training, I plan to
continue to participate in reforestation
activities and  participate in  some
environmental work as much as possible. If I
have the opportunity, I will share the
environmental knowledge I have learned from
this training with children in my community
so that they can love the environment.

Photo 1  Workshop activity

V. Conclusion

In conclusion, children’s participation in
environmental protection and tree replanting
is still limited. Because they don’t know how
important the environment is to them, and
they still don’t know how to take care of the



seedling. We can teach them how to take care
of the environment, starting with how to
properly throw away trash and taking care of
the seedlings, as well as the benefits of regular
practices so that they have the motivation to
do all these. Teaching children to love the
environment is great because they are our

future.

Photo 2 Replanting activity

Messages to my Japanese teachers and
students

I am very happy to participate in this program.
It is a special opportunity that allows me to
learn a lot from this training, not only
knowledge about the forest environment,
improve English and communication skills,
and we also visited some places together and
eat delicious food together also, I hope we can
teach the next generation to love the
environment and the forest together as much
as possible.

Finally, I want to thank the donors and
sponsors who supported this program. Your
contribution makes Cambodian students more
open-minded about environmental protection,
reforestation and sustainable forest. I hope
that children in Cambodia will have such an
understanding of current and future
environment issues.
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The International Green Volunteer Training in Cambodia, February 2025.
This training program was conducted in the Kingdom of Cambodia with the aim of fostering future human
resources for international reforestation cooperation, while promoting understanding of the importance of

international reforestation efforts and the role played by the ‘Green Fund’.

This report is intended to widely disseminate the outcomes of the training, raise public awareness of
international reforestation efforts, and serve as a reference for the implementation of future programs.

July, 2025
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